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FULL APPLICATION FOR A CROHN’S & COLITIS UK
RESEARCH AWARD 2026

	
This is a working document to assist you in making the submission of a full application.  This does not need to be uploaded as part of your application but is instead intended to help you in shaping your application prior to completing the online form. 

It is your responsibility to ensure you (or a relevant person at the Host Institution) have read the Terms and Conditions of Award and are satisfied that if the grant is awarded, you will be able to accept the grant under these Terms.

APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED ONLINE
by the Principal Investigator (responsible for supervising and delivery of the project) 
via our Flexigrant portal.  
The link to the application portal will be included in your invitation to Stage 2.

DEADLINE: 12noon Thursday 30 July 2026

  Supplementary information cannot be added after the deadline.
LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

HELP: research@crohnsandcolitis.org.uk





Please note, text in italics is intended to provide guidance for specific questions.  

The Principal Applicant must submit their application on our grants portal, Flexigrant, using the link provided in the invitation to stage 2. Some details from the outline application form will be pulled through to the full application form where possible. Please ensure the details are up to date. Some questions may require additional information, this will be marked where relevant. 

Please note: This document is for guidance purposes only, the order and format of some questions may differ between this document and the grant portal. You are required to complete the application form on our Flexigrant portal.







Project Title:

	



Host Institution (invoicing entity receiving any funding awarded)

	Institution Name:
	Principal Applicants and Host Institutions must be based in the UK.

	Address:
	Please use the address that should be quoted on the Terms and Conditions should the grant be awarded.

	Contact name:
	The name of someone in your Research Office who deals with post-award grant management and who can be named as a contact on the Terms and Conditions.  This should not be a member of the research team. 

	Role:
	

	Tel:
	

	Email:
	Please include a contact email for your post-award team or a Research Office team member. 




Researchers, Collaborators and Stakeholders

The Applicant should be Principal Investigator 1 i.e. the Account holder who is signed in. 

Stakeholders should include all other Researchers (including a second Principal Investigator if applicable), patient/public contributors on the study team and any collaborating researchers. 

Full contact addresses and short CVs for all study team members including the Principal Investigator(s) should be uploaded in the Supporting Documents section as a single combined PDF.

	Principal Investigator 1 (responsible for supervising and delivering the research)

	



Stakeholders  
(There is no need to include details here for Principal Investigator 1.  You may include up to one other Principal Investigator if there is a second person responsible for delivery and supervision of the project)

Joint Lead Applicant shares responsibility for leading the study with the lead applicant. 

Co-investigators & other stakeholders:

Co-applicants have responsibility for the day to day management and delivery of the study. They are part of the project team, and are expected to share responsibility for its successful delivery. This can include patients, carers, and service users. Co-applicants from collaborating organisations should also be included.

Individuals or organisations that will provide expertise on specific areas, and do not share project delivery responsibility, do not need to be named as co-applicants. If necessary, you should instead mention them in the ‘Detailed Proposal’ section.

	Title
	Surname 
	First Name 
	Suffix
	Organisation Name
	Project Role
	Email

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



You must upload confirmation of participation forms for Principal Investigator 2 (if applicable) Co-Investigators and patient/public contributors and can upload these as Supporting Documents. Collaborators should provide a letter of support setting out their agreement to participate as well as what their contribution to the project will be.


Facilities and other support: 
 


1. Facilities available to support the proposed project:
	






2. Grants and financial support currently held by the Principal Investigator(s):
	

If there are two PIs on the grant application, please include a list of grants/financial support for each PI.  






3. Has this or a related application currently or previously been submitted elsewhere, including our Charity?  YES / NO (if yes, please give details).

	
Please provide details of where this was submitted previously and what changes have been made as a result of the feedback you had received. 






4. Please give details of any other funding that covers direct costs relating to this project (max 250 words).

	
We understand that our grant may not cover all the direct costs associated with this project.  Please be explicit in your application about what the funds from Crohn’s & Colitis will pay for, how this will allow you to achieve the project aims and where any additional funding is coming from.  If the project is contingent on receipt of funds from another source that have not yet been awarded, please ensure this is clearly stated here. 




5. Is the proposed project likely to lead to patentable or commercially applicable data or apparatus?  YES / NO (if yes, please give details).

	
If yes, please give details of any potential Intellectual Property that might develop as a result of the research.  Please note, the Host Institution is expected to have strategies
and procedures for the proper and efficient identification, protection, management and
exploitation of Intellectual Property.





6. Has Ethical Committee approval been obtained?

	 YES / NO / NOT APPLICABLE (please give details)

	If yes, please provide details of approval.   



7. 	Use of AI in Proposal Development:
Artificial intelligence tools were used to support the development of this proposal. All content has been reviewed and validated by the applicant, who remains fully responsible for the accuracy, integrity and originality of the work.
This information is collected to monitor and better understand the use of artificial intelligence in proposal development only, and applicants will not be assessed or disadvantaged based on their responses.

	YES / NO (please give details)

	If yes, please provide details   




Abstract and Plain English Summary

Plain English Summary: An explanation of the project in simple terms and language that would be understood by an interested lay person (it does not need to explain the basic nature of the condition).  Please do not use abbreviations, technical jargon or scientific references.  Failure to comply with this request may result in us asking you to re-write this section.  We strongly suggest asking a non-scientist/clinician, preferably someone who is not overly familiar with your work, to read this section prior to submission and give you feedback on how easy it is to understand.

The plain English summary is very important and will influence how the final funding decisions are made – our Awards Panel includes people with lived experience of inflammatory bowel disease who are not scientific or medical experts. They have the expertise and experience to assess the proposed project from a patient benefit and participation standpoint. The summary must give an accurate account of the project in plain English and in terms that will enable an ordinary member of the Charity to understand what the project is. The information may be used by the Charity for publicity purposes.   

Please include in your summary an overview of why your research is novel and how it builds on existing understanding, what you hope the research will find and how this will be used to help people with IBD.  

Plain English summary review: We are delighted to offer the opportunity to have your summary reviewed by members of our community living with Crohn's and Colitis, for readability and ease of understanding, before you submit your application. If you are interested in receiving feedback on your plain English summary, please get in touch with us at research@crohnsandcolitis.org.uk
Please note there will be a minimum 10 working day turnaround time for this service, so your request must be made no later than 5pm 30 June, earlier requests are very welcome.

	Planned Start Date:
Please be as realistic as possible when estimating your start date.  Actual start dates must be confirmed with the Charity prior to starting work on the project. 

	Duration (months):


	Scientific Abstract: Aims and potential benefits (maximum 150 words)
An explanation of the aims and potential benefits of the research

	Plain English Summary: What is this research looking at? (maximum 500 words)
As part of the summary, please give some background to why the project is necessary (there is no need to provide any background on IBD) and what the research question(s) is that you are planning to answer.  What is the purpose of this work, how do you plan to carry it out and what are the main objectives?  Please give a brief description of the methods you will use to answer the research question(s)

	Please state the aims of the project and how it fits the remit of the current grant call (max 500 words)
 
Outline which of the specified Top 10 Impacts of living with Crohn's and Colitis are addressed by this research, and why you have chosen to address this particular area.
Please carefully consider which of the Top 10 Impacts, as outlined in the highlight notice, this research will address and explain why this area has been chosen. Proposals that address priorities beyond those specified must clearly justify the importance and relevance of the research question.


	What could this mean for people with IBD? (maximum 200 words)  

Please consider how this will help someone living with IBD to manage their condition and/or how it will equip them with the tools and resources to manage their disease themselves. How will it improve health outcomes or patient experience?



	How do you plan to evaluate the impact of your research (maximum 200 words)?

	If successful, what will the next steps be for this work? (Maximum 250 words)
Please consider the following points when answering this question.  Will the work need further funding to take it closer to clinical benefit, and if so, where might this funding come from?  Could this research be scaled up to other geographic regions and other care settings (either for managing IBD or wider)? How will you ensure financial sustainability, particularly for funding that starts new services or interventions?  Have you considered what steps you would need to take for this work to be adopted into the NHS (if applicable).

	Describe the patient and public involvement that was used in the development of this application, as well as your plans for patient and public involvement in the delivery and/or dissemination of the research (maximum 500 words)

Please note this question requests additional information than in the outline application.

Please describe how you have involved people living with IBD in the development of the proposal, and/or what are your plans for involvement and engagement as the study progresses? What is your plan for feeding back the outcomes of the study to those who were involved in shaping the work, or people who may take part in the study as participants.

Please also share details of your overall dissemination plan including ways you will engage with people affected by IBD and/or the general public to communicate your results.

We expect you to have consulted people living with IBD to make sure your research question reflects a genuine need and considers relevant patient outcome measures as well as barriers that might prevent people from taking part if this is a clinical study.  Any involvement should be proportionate to the type of study being proposed.  For example we would expect a laboratory-based study to have less involvement overall than a clinical study that will be recruiting patients. We expect all studies, however, to have some involvement of people living with the condition.

We are supportive of you including relevant/justified PPIE-related costs in your budget.


	How will you approach health inequalities in your research project and ensure that underrepresented groups are considered, involved and/or included? (maximum 250 words)

Please note, even if you are only using previously collected samples or data, we expect you to consider the diversity of the samples you will be using to ensure they are representative of the IBD population as a whole.  Please describe what specific activities you will undertake to embed EDI within the proposed research. Is there any EDI expertise within your proposed team, steering/advisory group etc?  Please go beyond simply focusing on your organisational policies, and describe more specifically how these matters will be embedded in your proposed research and approach.

If your research is taking place in an area of the UK with a less diverse population, please ensure you have considered how you will ensure any outcomes from your study are applicable to, or will be relevant for the IBD population as a whole including those from different socioeconomic groups and different ethnic backgrounds.

We are supportive of you including relevant/justified EDI-related costs in your budget. 





	
Justification for the use of animals

Crohn’s & Colitis UK will not support the use of animals unless there is no alternative.  The numbers of animals requested must be optimised and fully justified, and we emphasise the importance of refinements of procedures to minimise any pain or distress.
As a member of the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC), we support their position on the use of animals in research.

Does the project involve the use of animals?  Yes/No

	If yes, please state the type (species and strain) and number of animals to be used

	

	Explain why the use of animals is necessary and what other possible approaches have been considered.  Please explain how you have considered the 3Rs.

	




	Explain why the species requested is the most appropriate, especially if the animals are being used as a model for a human physiological or pathological condition.

	



	Justify the numbers of animals required to achieve statistical significance and the factors that might affect this. Please include details of any sample size calculations and/or statistical advice sought.

	




	Have the necessary approvals been given by:


	The Home Office (in relation to personal, project and establishment licences)?	Yes/No/Not required


	Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Body? 
 	Yes/No/Not required

	If you have answered no or not required, please explain. 

	





Finance and Expenses

Please make sure that your finance team has seen and approved all project costs being submitted as part of this application. 

Finance
	Amount Applied For

	Please enter the total value of funding you are applying for from Crohn’s & Colitis UK – ensure you have not exceeded the total grant value specified in the call. 



Expenses

	Finance type
	Finance item
	Item description
	Contact
	Yr 1
	Yr 2
	Yr 3
	Total

	Choose from Salary, Consumables, Meetings/Workshops Equipment and Services
	For salary only – choose from Basic salary, London weighting , employers on-costs
	If salary, please give FTE of post as position and grade.  For any other finance type, please give a short description of costs. 
	For salaries only, please add the name of the person the salary costs relate to.
	£
	£
	£
	Will auto-total



The Line Totals Sum Amount Applied For  Yes/No 

Please refer to our Finance Calculation Tool and ensure that the Amount Applied For equates to the sum of all Finance Lines added.

Application approvals

You (the Principal Investigator) must confirm on submission that you are authorised to make this application on behalf of the Host Institution.  There is a declaration page on Flexigrant to confirm this.

You must also invite a representative of the Host Institution and Finance Department who must also each complete a declaration page on Flexigrant.







 

Supporting Documents

You will need to upload: 


1) CVs Short Curriculum vitae for the Principal Investigator(s), Co-Investigators and any named research staff (no more than 2 sides of A4 for any CV and no more than 10 publications relevant to this grant application to be listed).

· Please ensure that all CVs to be submitted are combined into one PDF document prior to upload
· Please name the file “YourSurname CVs” 


2) Other Supporting Documents 

This should include the following:
· Confirmations of stakeholder participation (should be uploaded as a single PDF). Please name the file “YourSurname Stakeholders” 
· Letters of support from collaborators (if applicable, and should be uploaded as a single PDF). Please name the file “YourSurname Letters of Support”
· Ethical approvals (if applicable) “YourSurname Ethical approval”
· Application approval. Please name the file “YourSurname Approval”
· Please ensure all Supporting Documents are combined into one document of each type prior to upload, i.e. all Letters of Support should be combined into one PDF document, all stakeholder participation confirmations should be combined into one document, etc.

3) Detailed Proposal 
The detailed research plan is the main part of your application. You should ensure that the information you include is accurate, succinct, clearly laid out and provides sufficient methodological detail.

It should be no more than 4 sides of A4 excluding references - single spaced, minimum font size 11 

A full description of the proposed research project under the following sub-headings:

a. Background information 
You do not need to describe the basic nature of Crohn’s Disease. Instead, provide a clear explanation of the problem the research aims to address, including the target population who may be involved in and ultimately benefit from the project. Please also explain how the research responds to existing gaps in knowledge and how it addresses inequalities and/or the needs of under-served populations.
b. Aims and purpose of the proposed investigation
Summarise the questions and key aims and objectives of your project. These should map to the intended outcomes and impact of your research.
If your study is linked to a previous or ongoing research, please provide a clear and comprehensive account of this relationship. In doing so, you should explicitly describe how the proposed research will add value to the existing body of work, including the extent to which it complements, extends, or builds upon the study’s aims or findings. 
c. Detailed plan of investigation and methodology 
The methodology or plan is where you describe your proposed design and methodology in detail. 

You will need to include details about: 
· Project design and methods
· Power calculations and/or justification of the proposed sample size
d. Key risks in delivering the proposed project 
How likely are they to occur, what would be their impact be, and how will they be mitigated?
e. Timetable and milestones
Please include a Gantt chart indicating a schedule for the completion of work, including the timing of key milestones and deliverables.
f. Justification for the support requested 
Please describe the type of costs you are requesting and why.  
g. Scientific/academic references relevant to the research proposal
Please include the digital object identifier (DOI) of the main related publications. 

This information may be shared with potential funders to raise funds for the Awards.


Independent Experts

Please provide details of at least two independent experts in the field of the proposed research for the purposes of peer review:

	Title
	Surname
	Name
	Suffix
	Organisation
	Area of expertise
	Email

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	







Charity registered in England and Wales Number 1117148
Charity registered in Scotland Number SC038632
A company limited by guarantee in England Company number 5973370



APPENDIX I

Stakeholders - Confirmation of participation


Full contact details for any additional Principal Investigators, Co-investigators, Public or Patient Contributors and signed declaration confirming their agreement to their participation (please replicate as necessary):


	
Title
	
	
Initials
	
	
Surname
	

	
Post Held
	

	
Department
	

	
Institution
	

	
Address
	


	
	


	
	


	
	


	
	


	
Email
	

	Telephone No.
	
	Mobile No.
	




Signed_____________________________________                     

Date_____________________

Full Name____________________________________

Position held in organisation____________________________________
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